Missed acute ascending aortic dissection.
We describe a patient who presented with classic symptoms and signs of acute aortic dissection that escaped detection despite state-of-the-art imaging techniques. We review the pertinent literature concerning the diagnosis of acute dissection of the ascending aorta and describe the types of dissection that might be missed with conventional diagnostic techniques. Repeated efforts should be made to diagnose aortic dissection even though initial studies may be negative in patients with clinical evidence of dissection.